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chairs, and possibly a davenport at one end of the room, with
a drop-leaf table and buffet at the opposite end, preferably
nearest the kitchen. A child's corner with toys, a low table
and chair, and picture books will care for the occasional young
visitor. Folding chairs and tables for use in sewing and for
conferencing groups can be stored out of sight, yet convenient
to the room, thus keeping the informal and 'livable" quality
of the room uppermost.
When the living room is used as the dining room, a one-
or two-unit kitchen is placed adjacent to and connecting with
it, as in a home. This is adequate space for serving simple
meals, and for class use when the groups work on the unit or
family group plan, where several kinds of experiences are
carried on at one time.
The living room-centered laboratory serves larger schools.
In larger schools, and in those where adults also use the school
for community activities, a more extensive laboratory is a
good investment. It should keep the homelike character, but
more unit kitchens, larger storage spaces, a larger living room,
and possibly a room with bath are needed.
Four- or five-unit kitchens which accommodate 20 to 24
pupils are considered adequate in the larger laboratory. The
equipment is planned for four or five "family" groups of four
to six children. When the laboratory is used by primary and
elementary pupils, it is necessary to have the sinks, stoves,
tables, and chairs in the units at different heights from the
floor, so that all pupils may work comfortably. If it is desir-
able in a given community, the equipment in each unit might
represent a different family income level, so that pupils can
learn the comparative values of the equipment. This pro-
vides another consumer experience which should help the
pupils acquire standards for buying household goods.
It is economical of space and time to have the larger food
units as part of the living-dining room, as in the first plan
discussed The teacher can then work with all groups, some
of iAkil'TO& fee engaged in the living room part of the space